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YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE : our project  ‘sos zoutmijnkinderen-India’ at the Koning Boudewijn 
stichting has following message : 128/3000/00012 

 

News letter December 2018  
 

 

 

SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN-INDIA 
Kachtemsestraat 32 info@zoutmijnkinderen.be 
8800 Roeselare www.zoutmijnkinderen.be 
Tel: 0473 42 81 41 

 
 

Word from the president 

Dear friends 

Upcoming events 
 
 
 

 

 

Our anniversary year has started … 20 years  vzw  SOS Zoutmijnkinderen-India … a story of noticing 
injustice and needs, deeply getting touched by it, feeling the unstoppable urge to do something about it, joining hands 
together, empower, calling upon strenghts, having confidence, noticing changes … and lots and lots of gratitude. 
TOGETHER we make the DIFFERENCE! 

On the one hand SCAD who coordinates and realizes with its intelligent vision, effective support and 
empowering approach the social development of marginalized social groups in the south of Tamil Nadu.  
On the other hand the supporting organisations: SOS Zoutmijnkinderen-India, Belgium’s SCAD Women to 
Women, ProvincieWest-Vlaanderen, school communities, world councils,  service clubs, Groep Gidts … 
And at least equally important  our numerous volunteers and generous donors …people like you with a heart 
of gold! 
SCAD never  gives  up.  When adopted villages have moved a big step forward (which is a process of many years) 
SCAD lets these loose financially but keeps supporting them with wise advice. The financial means that are 
available are used to support more recently and newly adopted  discriminated village communities in order to get 
out of their humiliating situation. 
But we do not give up either … with undiminished enthousiasm our team assures the continuity of the vzw. 
And you …  our experience is that giving up is not in your dictionary either … which makes us grateful and very 
happy! 

 
On behalf of the Board of Directors I wish you and all of your dearly beloved ones a carefree health, warm 
heartedness, heartwarming friendship, joy, gratitude and a lot of blessings in 2019. 

 
Marjolijn Vergote 
President  SOS Zoutmijnkinderen India 

 
 

Film evening Neruda 
Gulden Zonne 

Marktplaats Hooglede 
24/01/2019 

20.00 uur 
End celebration anniversary 

year 
 20 years SOS 

Zoutmijnkinderen 
De Oude Melkerij 

Stationsstraat 143 Gits 
22/09/2019 
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Activities in 2018  

Opening anniversary celebration 

In this overvieuw we look back with pleasure on our opening anniversary celebration. It was nice to see many of 
you back again on this occasion. Those who were absent were wrong. But … you get a second chance in 
September  2019! We’ll tell you all about it later! 

The celebration party took place in Scholengroep Sint Rembert in Torhout. 
We were happy and proud with the presence of dr. Cletus and dr. Amali.  All 
the pioneers of SOS Zoutmijnkinderen-India were also there. With a glass 
of cava and something to nibble, bonds were strengthened. For 
many guests it was a nice meeting again with old acquaintances! 
Later on we went to the chapel. The world choir Karibu from Gent 
introduced us to their colorful repertoire   that sounded excellent on this 
unique location. 
The collaborators from the very beginning outlined the realizations of  
20 years  SOS-Zoutmijnkinderen with the help of a powerpointpresentation. 
We present you the main issues. 
Irene  reminded us of the start of our VZW. 
In the South of India the people are poor but some groups  have 

extra difficulties. In  the 80s of the previous century more than 14.000 children were forced to help along in the 
salt pans.  IDue to this they  received no education and their health was in great danger. When dr. Cletus 
founded SCAD (Social Change And Development), the first thing he wanted to do  was to solve this situation.  
Irene saw during a visit to dr. Cletus and dr. Amali with her own eyes the situation of the salt pan workers. 
Especially the fate of the children impressed her so much that she started in 1998, supported by a few good 
friends, with the VZW SOS Zoutmijnkinderen-India. They shared their story in service clubs, in schools, but 
they mainly asked people to adopt a salt panchild for 50 € /year. 

     This system worked excellently, thanks to the passionate drive 
    of Irene and her assistants. Supported by the Vlaams  
    Internationaal Centrum fiscal certificates were edited which  
    enabled people to donate a little bit more. However in 2012 the 
    VZW was forced to switch to a cooperation with the Koning  
    Boudewijn Stichting. Times had changed in the mean time. The 
        KBS does not support an ‘adoption’ of individual children but projects 
       that of course can serve the same purposes. Yet this required 
       another way of thinking and some loyal donors dropped out. 
       ‘But,’ said a proud Irene,by now all 18.000 salt pan children go to one 
     of the 287 village schools! 
 

Irene searched for and found new partners for her 
mission. 
Which projects could we realize with the support of 
the KBS? 
A number of schools were renovated and 
provided with sanitation and potable water. 
Tools for the operation center could be bought 
and the infrastructure for the recovery room in 
the new, badly needed Medical Center was 
provided for. At present the KBS supports the 
project ‘integral  village development”: in 
concreto renovation of schools, construction of 
vegetable gardens, improvement of water 
basins, providing mobility aiding and therapy  
devices for people with a restriction … 
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In 2008 in Antwerp two ladies started with SCAD Belgium’s Women to Women under the motto: 
women in Belgium create opportunities for women in Tamil Nadu. Amongst others they offer 
women a ‘goat unit’ so that they can generate an income and are able to give their children 
a better life. They inspire friends and acquaintances to put under the Xmas tree a gift 
voucher for a small goat, rabbit, turkey … in order to share with the women in Tamil Nadu. 

SOS- Zoutmijnkind     
SOS Zoutmijnkinderen worked together with Memisa who, according to their mission, provided devices for the  
Medical Center  and  the  Community Based Rehabilitation Program. 
Some pioneers, like Lieve Desmedt, have been able to raise significant amounts through actions in 
schools. 
The parents of Arne and  Eva have started, in memory of their children, a project  ‘Arneva’. They  already realized a 
preschool day care center for about thirty young children who are now being stimulated, dressed and nourished 
while their parents are at work. 

In this overview we certainly may not forget the Province West-Vlaanderen. On   a regular 
base they supported us, amongst others for the renovation of schools, development 
programs for women, emergency relief after the Tsunami and after the heavy flood, 
financing of houses for the gipsy community, development of the paramedic center Anbu 
Illam, improvement of the nutritional situation of young mothers. 

2005  was the start of a collaboration between SCAD and  Groep Gidts. The person who made the bridge is  
Marjolijn Vergote, our president and friend of Irene, who has dedicated her professional life to diffenently abled 
children. Group Gidts could also submit projects to the province: the CBR project was supported and  two fully 
equiped rehabilitation buses could be financed. 
Our VZW organizes familiarisation trips on a regular basis. Of course it is an exciting way to get to 
know/follow the projects on location. The participants donate a certain amount to support these projects. 
Group Gidts has also organized a number of trips to SCAD in function of exchange of knowlegde and  
support on the spot. SCAD collaborators received a training  in Group Gidts. A number of collaborators did volunteer 
work in SCAD and in association with VIVES  and  UGent students worked as a trainee  in Tamil Nadu. 

The overview filled those who were present with an amount of pride. 
A grateful dr. Cletus made a small speech in order to underline what your support means to 
SCAD. 
We have been able to realize quite a lot during 
these 20 years, thanks to your gifts and the 
enthusiasm of the SCAD collaborators on the spot. 
In all this, we do not forget that every little bit helps 
and that each gift, small or big, through the KBS or 
simply through the KBC, is accepted with a lot of 
gratitude and as you can notice is used in a useful 
way. Our VZW succeeds in handing over widely  
97 % of the gifts directly to SCAD, because we 
keep the operating costs to a minimum. 

Karibu succeeded in making everyone enthousiast with their fascinating songs during the second part of their 
performance. 
In the diner room a delicious meal was waiting for us, inspired by India, but yet Flemish enough to be 
appreciated by everyone. After a good glass of wine, tongues really got loose. Hence, it was already 
late in the evening when the last persons headed homewards. We can conclude that this celebration 
was a success! 

 
Other activities 

 
Our activity calendar 2018 was quite full. Let us mention the most important things here : 
 

- On January 25th we watched “Raftan” in the Gulden Zonne: a budding love is tested in this 
film that strongly touches two themes : the run to a better life and the continuous, 
devastating consequences of family conflicts in the culture of Afghanistan. 
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- On February 8 and 11 you could enjoy a  ‘Magic Dinner’  in the Zilveren Lepel in Hooglede. Those 

who were present could not believe their eyes…  fortunately the delicious food did not 
disappear magically! 

- The world market Dunia in Oostduinkerke again was a pleasant and colourful event and an 
ideal opportunity to sentisize visitors for our project. 

- In november, to  conclude there was our traditional yearly light walk, organized by the SCAD 
work group of Group Gidts. About 200 participants celebrated ‘Divali’,  a party of hope. 

- We were also present at the Christmas market in Torhout  to promote SOS-Zoutmijnkinderen. 

- SCAD Belgium’s Women to Women organised a familiarisation trip in January and Irene and 
Marjolijn also  traveled to SCAD for a week. We already reported on this in our news flashof Juin. 

- Of course there were still other activities to raise money, like sensitizing and fund raising 
exposures in clubs and schools, selling second-hand stuff, marzipan, plants, a piano recital, a 
theatrical performance, a trip with Vespas … 

Projects realized during the past year 
 

We keep this chapter short : we extensively talked about the different projects that we support in our 
news flash of June. 

 
Project of SOS Zoutmijnkinderen-India/SCAD Belgium's Women to Women, in 
collaboration with the Koning Boudewijnstichting: essential realisations in function of 
village development in 30 disadvantaged rural villages 

In the previous news letter this project was illustrated. We inform you with pleasure about what could 
be realized in 2018 with your support: 

- Renovation of 6 village schools 
- Repairing and making deeper of 5 water basins (and refining the water wells that are part of it) 
- Creation of jobs for 25 women 
- Orthopedic devices for 25 people with a restriction 

 
We continue this project undiminished in 2019! 

Activities scheduled in 2019 

In 2019 the college of Veurne organizes  a familiarisation trip and SOS-Zoutmijnkinderen organizes a 
jubilee trip. You can find the other activities in the calendar and on time on the website. 
Special attention will go to the  final celebration of our jubilee year on  September 22nd. Of 
course you will receive an invitation to this in time. 
However, please already tick this date on your new agenda    

Privacy legislation 
 

 

 

 

 
Your personal data will never be given to third parties, unless on your demand/with your 
permission. You can always ask us to remove these. We appreciate it if you inform us about any 
change of address (post of email change). On our website www.zoutmijnkinderen.be  you can read 
our elaborate declaration of privacy. 
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NAMASTE 
THANK YOU 
for the support of all kind 
people during 20 years! 

 

Together we realize the mission of SCAD 
 
Make the community a better 
place where all people are 
treated with dignity and respect, 
where everyone receives the 
same opportunities, rights and 
recognistion. 
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Annemie Crabbe Veurne 

 
Your personal data will  

 
 

 
Redaction: Irena Vanderjeugt, Marjolijn Vergote, Marijke Ven 

 
 
 

ONTVANG DE NIEUWSBRIEF DIGITAAL !!! 

Stuur hiervoor een mailtje met onderwerp ‘Nieuwsbrief 
Zoutmijnkinderen’ naar onderstaand mailadres 
info@zoutmijnkinderen.be en help ons om kosten en 
bomen te sparen. 

BEZOEK ONZE WEBSITE: www.zoutmijnkinderen.be 
 
 
 
 

‘SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN’ 

wenst u een hartverwarmend 2019! 
 
 
 

 
Cletus Babu Tamil Nadu India 
Heidi Biesbrouck Hooglede 
Francky Biesbrouck Torhout 

Lieve Desmedt Torhout 
Fabienne Hopchet Edegem 
Sonja Kersse Tielt 
Marie Ooms Antwerpen 
Els Van Eeckhoutte Pittem 
Patrick Vandegehuchte Oostende 
Irena Vanderjeugt Pittem 
Hilde Vandorpe Hooglede 
Marijke Ven Oostende 
Marjolijn Vergote Roeselare 
Tine Vergote Roeselare 

 
 

     
 

Naam en adres begunstigde: 

1000 BRUSSEL 
Mededeling: 

 

‘Zoutmijnkinderen-India’) 
(Vanaf 40 €) 

    

Naam en adres begunstigde 

Mededeling: 

 
 

 

Info op de website 

 
Laat SCAD delen in uw 
feestvreugde en geef 

als cadeautip. 


